
We are the Architects of the future building lives on 

the firm foundations of the Gospel values. 

Learning to Love, Loving to Learn

Miss Travers, Miss Lilly and Miss Lisa



Learning to Love, Loving to Learn

Aims:

• To inform you about the routines and expectations 
in Reception.

• To help your child make a smooth transition to 
school. 

• To give suggestions on how to support your child 
with their learning. 



Little Joe’s Topics

 Autumn 1: My Community

 Autumn 2: Celebrations

 Spring 1: Space

 Spring 2: People who help us

 Summer 1: Minibeasts

 Summer 2: Traditional Tales 

Date for the diary:

18th October 2023

Little Joe’s Wider Family 

Tea Party

2pm 



Learning to Love, Loving to Learn

Timetable 

Parent 

reading 

sessions –

Monday 

and Fridays 

08:45-

9:00am in 

Reception 

classroom 





Little Joe’s 

provision
 Learning through playing and 

exploring. We play inside and 
outside and have a mixture of 
adult led and child-initiated 
learning. 

 Learning is based on the skills 
the children need to learn, 
linked to topics and also 
adapted to meet the children’s 
interests. 





Online learning journal used only in Nursery and Reception. 

Programme for photo observation and evidence of your 

child's learning. 

Taken by staff on school iPads. 

If we have your email address, we can link you to the class 

and share your child’s learning. 

Great home school link! 







PE lessons with Coach 

Blair – Tuesday 

afternoons. 





Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 Children have access 
to the Calm corner in 
the classroom. 

 Mindful breathing after 
lunch.

 Talking about our 
feelings and labelling 
how we feel.

 Talking about how we 
can be kind to others 
and ourselves.

 PATHs lessons  







Phonics 

 We follow the Read 

Write inc programme.

 Daily Phonics sessions

 Children learn to use 

‘Fred Talk’ to read 

words and ‘Fred 

fingers’ to spell words, 

for example,

 The children begin 

with Set 1 single 

sounds. 



Phonics 

 Your child learns the rhyme e.g. Maisie 

mountain mountain. This helps with the 

formation of letters. 

 Please take a copy of the sound mat home 

with you to support your child. 

 Your child has begun to learn Red words. 

These are words that have to learnt by sight. 

They are not decodable. 

 1 phonetically decodable book and a book for 

enjoyment. Please return the following week 

on your child’s reading day.  



Reading list – In addition to the books given at school, please read with 

your child at home as much as possible! 



Reading, talking and listening

Some tips! 

1. Build reading into your child's daily routine.

2. Model how to hold a book, turn the pages. It is important for children to see you read too, and to model these 
behaviours. Children will copy. 

3. Encourage your child to follow their interests.

4. Encourage your child to be the author, retell and make up stories. 

5. Have a chat! 

6. Listening to your child reading is important. However, your child hearing you read or tell a story is just as 
important. This will support them to develop new vocabulary, learn how to use expression in their voice. 
Encourage your child to decode the sounds e.g. ‘We can use Fred talk to sound out that word.’ 

7. When you are out and about read signs around you. 









Religious 

Education

 Religious Education is taught 
every week. The topic this half 
term is, ‘God’s World.’ 

 We have been learning about 
God’s creation and how we can 
care for the world. We have also 
been learning about how special 
and unique we all are. 

 In Autumn 2 our topic is God’s 
Family.

 We say morning, lunchtime and 
end of the day prayers. 



Homework

 Homework will be given out every Friday and it is to be handed in on 
Wednesdays. 

 Homework will consist of a Phonics sheet and a practical or written 
Maths task.

 Learning Challenge homework (My Community) is to be handed in by 
18th October. This is half termly homework. 

 Please let me know by writing a short note in your child’s homework 
book if they found it difficult/any struggles! 

 Don’t force the homework if it is a struggle at this stage! 



Communication

 Please speak to me or any member of the Reception staff if you have any 

questions/concerns. We are happy to help! 

 Please label all your child’s clothing, including their shoes! 

 Please bring in a spare set of clothes. 

 Twitter (@stjoesputney)

 Half termly newsletter to keep up to date with your child’s learning – emailed to you 
via Parentmail. 




