
 
Reading Progression  

 
 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Talk-a-lot, read-a-lot nursery 

Nursery rhymes and storytime 

Planned talk throughout the day 

  

Understand the five key concepts about print: 1. print has meaning 2. the names of the different parts of a book- 3 print can have different 

purposes 4. page sequencing- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 

 

Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:- spot and suggest rhymes- count or clap syllables in a word- recognise words with the 

same initial sound, such as money and mother 

 

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 

 
 

 Teaching Phonics 

Teach pure sounds: 

Start teaching sounds in the term before starting YR: 

Set 1 single letter sounds 

 

 

Reception Set 1  Set 1  

Read all set 1 single 

letter sounds.  

Set 1  

Blend sounds to read 

words.  

Set 1 

Read Red Storybooks 

Set 1  

Read Green 

Storybooks 

Set 2  

Read Green 

Storybooks 



 
Read single letter 

set 1 sounds (first 

16) 

 

 

Blend sounds into 

words orally 

Read short ditty 

stories.  

Read set 1 special 

friends 

 

Read 4 double 

consonants 

 

Read first 6 set 2 

sounds 

 Reading 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of 

reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 

EYFS ELG Reading: children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They 

also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.  

 

Year 1 Set 2 

Read purple 

Storybooks 

Read Set 2 sounds 

 

Comprehension  

Listen to and 

discuss a wide 

range of poems, 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond that at 

which they can 

Set 3 

Read Pink 

Storybooks 

Read first 5 Set 3 

sounds 

 

 

Comprehension 

 

Discuss word 

meanings, linking new 

meaning to those 

already known. 

 

Set 3 

Read Orange 

Storybooks 

Read 11 Set 3 sounds 

 

Comprehension  

Drawing on what 

they already know or 

on background 

information and 

vocabulary provided 

by the teacher.  

Set 3 

Read Yellow 

Storybooks 

Read 17 Set 3 sounds 

 

Comprehension 

Become very familiar 

with key stories, fairy 

tales and traditional 

tales, retelling them 

and considering their 

particular 

characteristics.  

 

Set 3 

Read Yellow 

Storybooks 

Read 22 Set 3 sounds 

 

Comprehension 

Learning to appreciate 

rhymes and poems and 

to recite some by 

heart. 

Checking that the text 

makes sense to them 

as they read and 

Set 3 

Read Blue Storybooks 

Read all Set 3 sounds 

and additional 

graphemes. 

 

Comprehension 

Explain clearly their 

understanding of what 

is read to them.  

 

 



 
read 

independently. 

Be encouraged to 

link what they 

read or hear read 

to their own 

experiences.  

Recognising and 

joining in with 

predictable 

phrases.  

Predicting what 

might happen next 

on the basis of 

what has been 

read so far. 

 

Discussing the 

significance of the 

title and event. 

 

 

 
 

correcting inaccurate 

reading. 

Making inferences on 

the basis of what is 

being said and done. 

 

Year 2 Set 3  

Read Blue 

Storybooks with 

increasing fluency 

and comprehension 

 

Comprehension 

Set 3  

Read Grey Storybooks 

 

 

Comprehension 

Discuss the 

sequence of events 

in books and how 

Set 3  

Read Grey 

Storybooks with 

fluency and 

comprehension 

 

Comprehension 

Set 3  

Read Grey Storybooks 

with increasing fluency 

and comprehension 

 

 

Comprehension 

RWI Comprehension  

 

Comprehension 

Becoming increasingly 

familiar with ands 

retelling a wider range 

of stories, fairy 

RWI Comprehension  

 

Comprehension 

Continue to build up a 

repertoire of poems 

learnt by heart 

appreciating these and 

reciting some, with 



 
Listening to, 

discussing and 

expressing views 

about a wide range 

of contemporary 

and classic poetry 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond that at 

which they can 

read 

independently. 

Recognising simple 

recurring literary 

language in stories 

and poetry. 

Checking that the 

text makes sense 

to them as they 

read and 

correcting 

inaccurate reading. 

 

items of information 

are related. 

Discussing their 

favourite words and 

phrases.  

Becoming 

increasingly familiar 

with a wider range 

of stories, fairy 

stories and 

traditional tales.  

Drawing on what is 

already known or on 

background 

information and 

vocabulary provided 

by the teacher. 

Making inferences 

on the basis of what 

is being said and 

done. 

Predicting what 

might happen on the 

basis of what has 

been read so far.  

 

Being introduced to 

non-fiction books that 

are structured in 

different ways. 

Discussing and 

clarifying the meaning 

of words, linking new 

meanings to known 

vocabulary.  

Answering and asking 

questions.  

 

stories and traditional 

tales.  

Participate in 

discussions about 

books, poems and other 

works that are read to 

them and those that 

they can read for 

themselves, taking 

turns and listening to 

what others say.  

 

appropriate intonation 

to make meaning clear.  

Explain and discuss 

their understanding of 

books, poems and other 

materials, both those 

that they listen to and 

those that they read 

for themselves.  

Year 3  What can we learn 

from the 

Egyptians past and 

present? 

Why do we have so 

many important 

Who were the early 

invaders and 

settlers of Britain 

How does archaeology 

help us find out about 

the past? 

Where does our food 

come from? 

Why are plants so 

important? 



 
 
Key text: The 

Egyptian 

Cinderella 

 

buildings in 

Wandsworth? 

Key text: The Tin 

Forest  

 

and what can we 

learn from them? 

Key text: How to 

train your dragon  

 

Key text: Stone Age 

Boy  

 

Key text: The 

Enormous Crocodile  

 

Key text: Jack and 

the beanstalk and the 

three wishes  

 

 
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally. 

Word reading: -Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 

1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet  

- read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.  

 

Reading Comprehension : Objectives to be taught 

Retrieval 

-Can answer questions beginning with who, what, where, when, how, why orally and in writing 

-Can read closely to obtain specific information e.g. what type of clothes someone was wearing  

-Can identify, select and highlight key words in a sentence to answer recall questions 

-Can identify the key features of different text types 

-Is beginning to scan for a specific purpose e.g. looking for specific information: names of characters etc  

-Is beginning to skim e.g. to search for adjectives which describe a character 

 

Making Inferences 

-Can make plausible predictions based on knowledge of the text (or of books on similar themes or by the same author) 

-Can discuss the actions of the main characters and justify views using evidence from the text 

-Can identify and discuss characters, speculating how they might behave and giving reasons linked to the text 

-Can identify the language used to create mood 

 

Making predictions 

-Can make plausible predictions based on knowledge of the text (or of books on similar themes or by the same author) 



 
 

Language in Context 

-Can discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those they already know 

-Can recognise adjectives, adverbs/simple adverbial phrases and similes 

-Begin to identify synonyms within the text 

-Can use a dictionary to check the meaning of words they have read 

 

Responding to the Text 

-Is beginning to identify the author's main purpose for writing - 'He doesn't want any more turtles to be killed' 

-Is beginning to identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

 

Themes and Conventions 

-Can make simple connections between books by the same author e.g. 'Dick King Smith often writes about animals' 

-Can recognise some features of the text that relate to its historical setting or its social or cultural background  

Year 4 What was life like 

in Tudor Times? 

Key Text: The 

Tempest  

Why is electricity so 

important to modern 

living? 

Key Text: Ice 

Palace  

How did the Romans 

leave their mark on 

Britain? 

Key Text: The 

Thieves of Ostia 

 

Why is Amazonia so 

Precious?  

Key Text: The Great 

Kapok Tree  

 

Our wonderful bodies: 

Why are they so 

amazing?  

Key Text: Krindlekrax 

 

Who lives where and 

why? 

Key Text: The Iron 

Man 

 

 
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally. 

Word reading: Further apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English 

Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet  

- read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.  

 

Reading comprehension: Objectives to be taught 

Retrieval 



 
 Understands and explains the main points from what they have read, with direct reference to the text 

 Identify explicit details from the text through skimming and scanning, showing the section of the text they found the information 

 Can talk about key differences between text types, including texts of the same type but written by different authors (two versions of 

Beowulf) 

 Is able to explain how paragraphs have been used to organise a text 

  Is able to explain how the format and presentation of a text impacts on the reader 

 

Making Inferences 

 Can make predictions orally and in writing based on knowledge of the text or similar reading experiences, giving clear reasons for their 

ideas 

 Is able to describe the actions of characters in a text and begin to explain them, in the context of the narrative 

 Can summarise the main points from a section of text  

 Can make inferences about characters' actions in a story based on evidence from the text  

 Can empathise with a character's motives and behaviours 

 

Language in Context 

 Can identify descriptive devices within a text i.e. expanded noun phrases, adverbial phrases, similes etc 

 Can explain how vocabulary choices affect meaning in a range of text types 

 Can identify language used to create atmosphere and discuss why this language has been chosen 

 Uses new language from their own reading experiences in their written and spoken work  

 Can discuss how the use of different sentence types changes the meaning of a passage 

 

Responding to the Text 

 Identifies the main purpose of a text 

 Discusses ideas from throughout a text e.g. how a conclusion may be linked to an opening 

 Is able to identify intended impact of a text and explain whether they feel the text has had the desired effect. 

  Discusses viewpoints in a text, where appropriate of more than one character  

 Can evaluate the overall quality of a text, as well as the inclusion of specific features. 

 

Themes and Conventions 

 Uses their broad reading experiences to compare books by the same author or on a similar theme 



 
Begins to recognise the importance of cultural or historical settings on how a text is composed 

Year 5 What is true 

friendship?  

Key text: War 

horse 

Is there anybody out 

there? 

Key text: Cosmic  

Have the Greeks 

given us more than 

any other 

civilisation?  

Key text: The 

Adventures of 

Odysseus  

Why is water so 

precious?  

Key text: Kasper 

Prince of Cats 

 

How have the Victorians 
influenced our lives 
today? 

Key text: Street child 

 

How do I know that 

eating five portions of 

fruit and vegetables a 

day is good for me?  

Key text: The Boy in 

the Girl’s Bathroom 

 
Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including traditional stories and fiction from our literary heritage.  

Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

 

Word reading: Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 

1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.  

Reading comprehension: Objectives to be taught 

Retrieval 

 Retrieves key details and some quotations from the text to demonstrate understanding of 

key details/information in a text 

 Identify explicit details from the text, using skimming and scanning techniques, to show 

exactly where in the text they found the information 

 Can identify the text type according to key features 

  Recognises common themes/styles in texts written by the same author  

 Comments on the impact of organisational and presentational features of a text 

 

Making Inferences 



 
 Explains isolated events from a text, in the context of the whole narrative 

  Can summarise the main points from a whole text  

 Begins to use evidence from description, dialogue and action to support their ideas  

 Can empathise with a character's motives and behaviours  

 Gives feasible, reasoned predictions based on evidence 

 Can prove or disprove simple statements about a character by finding evidence in a text 

 

Language in Context 

 Explains clearly how vocabulary choices affect meaning in a range of text types 

 Confidently uses new language from their own reading experiences in their written and 

spoken work Explains the use of sentence structures according to desired effect on the 

reader 

  Recognises a range of descriptive devices including figurative language  

 Comments upon language choices/structures of different authors (particularly in poetry) 

 

Responding to the Text 

 Explains the inclusion of different sections of a text i.e. tables in NF, flashbacks in 

narrative etc 

 Compares the behaviour and feelings of different characters in a text  

 Selects information from across a text to explain or illustrate their ideas 

 

Themes and Conventions 

 Identifies key themes and styles in books and extracts by a range of authors 

 Can explain the importance of cultural or historical settings on how a text is composed 

 
 

Year 6 How does the 

Mayan civilization 

compare to ours?  

Key text:  

How can light help us 

see?  

Key text: Way 

Home 

Why and how do 
living things adapt to 
their environment? 

What was it like for 

children in WW2? 

Key text: Goodnight 

Mr Tom  

How do inspirational 

people change our 

attitudes towards 

discrimination?  

How does our amazing 

body work? 

Key text: Pig heart 

boy  



 
Firemaker’s 

Daughter 

 

 Key text: Kensuke’s 

Kingdom  

 

 Key text: The diary of 

Anne Frank  

 

 

 

 
Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including traditional stories and fiction from our literary heritage.  

Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

 

Word reading: Further apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English 

Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.  

Reading comprehension: Objectives to be taught 

Retrieval 

 Can retrieve key details and quotations to demonstrate understanding of character, events and information 

 Can answer who, what, why, where, when, which, how questions, using direct reference to and quotes from the text  

 Can identify whether statements from a text are fact or opinion 

 Can decide whether statements about a text are true or false, using direct reference to the text 

 Can provide developed explanations for key information, events, character actions and motivations. 

 Can provide straightforward explanations for the purpose of the language, structure and presentation of texts. 

 

Making Inferences 

 Can make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text and wider personal experience  

 Can prove or disprove a statement about character or setting by finding evidence in the text  

 Can empathise with different characters' points of view 

 Can search for simple clues within the text to support ‘reading between the lines’ 

 Can use clues from action, dialogue and description to interpret meaning 

 Can explain and justify inferences, providing evidence from the text to support reasoning 

 

 Summarising main ideas from more than one paragraph 

 Can accurately and selectively summarise main ideas, events, and information from fiction and non-fiction 

 Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration 



 
 Can use information from the whole text to answer questions e.g. true or false 

 

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

 Can make predictions about characters including how their behaviour may/may not change and how they may/may not appeal to the reader, 

justifying answers with reference to the text  

 Can make developed predictions that are securely rooted in the text 

 Can explain their prediction choices fully, using evidence from the text 

 

Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related & contributes to meaning as a whole 

 Can identify/explain how the sequence of events in narrative fiction contributes to meaning as a whole 

 Can identify key features such as setting, action, past events 

 Can identify and comment on the presentational features of a text 

 Can find and discuss evidence of themes and conventions in different genres and forms of text  

 Can identify and comment on the grammatical features of text  

 Can use text format and text features accurately to determine text type 

 

Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through a choice of words and phrases 

 Can identify a range of figurative language e.g. metaphor, simile, alliteration, idioms, euphemism, personification etc 

 Can comment upon the use and effect of the author's language on the reader 

 Can explain the effect of figurative language upon the reader  

 Can identify what impression a word/words give the reader  

 Can understand and recognise different forms of poetry, discuss their meaning and impact on the reader 

 

Make comparisons within the text 

 Can make accurate and appropriate comparisons within texts  

 Can make comparisons about how a character changes e.g. their opinion, how they are different after a certain event 

 
 

 

 



 
 



 

Appendix 1  

Reception sight words   

A away dad go is mum 

At big day going it my 

are can dog he like no 

am cat for I look of 

all come get in me play 

said see she the they this 

to up was we went yes 

you      
 



 

 



 

             


