
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  
COVID CATCH UP PREMIUM 

 

 
In June, the Government announced a £1 billion of funding to support children and young 
people to catch up. Further guidance has now been released and can be viewed at 
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium . Schools allocations are 
calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for 
each pupil in Reception through to Year 6.  
 
This means St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School will be in receipt of £16,000 this year to 
help support our pupils. Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for 
their cohort and circumstances. To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the 
Education Endowment Foundation has published a support guide for schools with evidence-
based approaches to catch up for all pupils. We have considered this when planning our 
approach for the use of this funding. 
 
Barrier to getting pupils back on track: 
 
• Loss of learning due to school closure  
• Pupil attitudes to learning and resilience and stamina to access learning for longer periods 
of time  
• Changes in behaviour, including anxiety, self-esteem and self confidence  
• Pupils not being able to make links to previous learning  
• Phonics knowledge and application for pupils in EYFS and KS1  
• Foundations of learning in Early Years and Year 1 (to support transition from missed 
learning time in EYFS)   
 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School this money will be used in order to provide:  
 
• Curriculum resources and materials that support “catch up” and mental health of all pupils. 
• Additional ICT support to support staff and pupils with remote learning  
• Additional intervention teaching support to develop the outcomes of children who have 
been identified as needing “catch up” in their learning.  
 
There are two broad aims for “catch up” at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School:  
 
• The mental health needs of pupils are met and supported by the school.  
• The inclusive provision of all pupils within school.  
 
For all children  
• Working through well sequenced, purposeful learning schemes. For example, our school-
created Learning Challenge curriculum are being adapted to focus on missed objectives and 
consolidate the basics. In maths, we will utilise the White Rose Maths Scheme and  



  

 

 

 

 

 
 
supplement this with the Ready to Progress documents created by the NCETM as part of 
maths learning recovery curriculum post covid. We have been able to use catch up premium 
to purchase additional teaching resources for catch up.  
• Focus on consolidation of basic skills. The core skills which enable successful learning will 
require increased curriculum time across all year groups. These include: handwriting, spelling 
of high frequency words, basic sentence punctuation, times tables recall, basic addition & 
subtraction fact recall and reading skills relevant to age. 
• Particular focus on early reading and phonics. This is always a focus in the school and will 
continue to be so in order to develop children’s reading ability and vocabulary. We have also 
purchased additional books to help support reading at home  
• Assessment of learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps. Teachers will work to 
identify gaps in learning and adapt teaching accordingly. We undertook baseline assessments 
in the first part of the Autumn term for all children to identify gaps in learning and then 
again at the end of the Autumn Term.  
• Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. This will be at the 
core of all catch up work as many children will have not been in formal school setting for a 
number of months. The children will have weekly PSHE/SMSC sessions, accessing the 
Barnardo’s PATHS programme using their specific planned programme related to Covid 19.  
 
As a school, we also provide regular opportunities for pupils to express their feelings and 
anxieties and to ask questions 
 
 For some children 
 
• Additional support and focus on basic core skills. Supported by additional staffing utilising 
catch up premium – dependent on need as identified through on-going assessment.  
• Additional time to practice basic skills. This again will be dependent on need of children in 
order to re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing 
vocabulary, writing and mathematics) and there will be flexibility on timetables to allow this. 
 
 
 
This will be reviewed as necessary.  


